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By MATT FLEGENHEIMER

STOCKHOLM — Across this
Scandinavian capital of graceful
cyclists and speed-regulating
shrubbery, cabbies who drive
Volvos and pedestrians who look
over their shoulders before jay-
walking, a simple figure rules: 

Zero. It is the number of people
permitted to die in Swedish traf-
fic, according to national law.

For nearly two decades, every
rising barrier and reduced speed
limit has been tailored to this
seemingly impossible goal, of
eradicating traffic deaths and se-
rious injuries, and its guiding
premise: Every inch of street
space must anticipate, and ac-
commodate, human error.

While roadway deaths have
not been eliminated, the coun-
try’s rate of fatalities has been
whittled down to an international
low. Now its approach faces per-
haps its stiffest test: the streets
of New York City.

In a bid to reverse generations 
Continued on Page A18

De Blasio Looks

Toward Sweden

For Road Safety

By DAVID WALDSTEIN

For more than 100 years, base-
ball looked pretty much the same
from the grandstands. There
were three players spread in the
outfield, a pitcher on the mound,
a catcher behind the plate, and
four infielders neatly aligned, two

on each side of second base.
But a radical reworking of de-

fensive principles is reshaping
the way the old game is played,
and even the way it looks. If you
cannot find the third baseman, he
might be the one standing in shal-
low right field. The second base-
man? That’s him on the other
side of the diamond, next to the

shortstop. 
Some baseball positions as

they have long been known are
changing before our eyes. The
cause is the infield shift, a phe-
nomenon exploding this year as
more teams are using statistical
analysis and embracing a dy-
namic approach to previously
static defenses.

Now, armed with evidence that
shows how a batter has a propen-
sity to hit the ball to certain parts
of the field, teams will position
their infielders accordingly — at
times taking them far from their
traditional spots. 

“The shift is on the verge of be-

Who’s on Third? In Baseball’s Shifting Defenses, Maybe Nobody

Continued on Page B15

By JUSTIN GILLIS
and KENNETH CHANG

A large section of the mighty
West Antarctica ice sheet has be-
gun falling apart and its contin-
ued melting now appears to be
unstoppable, two groups of scien-
tists reported on Monday. If the
findings hold up, they suggest
that the melting could destabilize
neighboring parts of the ice sheet
and a rise in sea level of 10 feet or
more may be unavoidable in com-
ing centuries.

Global warming caused by the
human-driven release of green-
house gases has helped to de-
stabilize the ice sheet, though
other factors may also be in-
volved, the scientists said.

The rise of the sea is likely to
continue to be relatively slow for
the rest of the 21st century, the
scientists added, but in the more
distant future it may accelerate
markedly, potentially throwing
society into crisis.

“This is really happening,”
Thomas P. Wagner, who runs
NASA’s programs on polar ice
and helped oversee some of the
research, said in an interview.
“There’s nothing to stop it now.
But you are still limited by the
physics of how fast the ice can
flow.”

Two scientific papers released
on Monday by the journals Sci-
ence and Geophysical Research
Letters came to similar conclu-
sions by different means. Both
groups of scientists found that
West Antarctic glaciers had re-
treated far enough to set off an
inherent instability in the ice
sheet, one that experts have 

SCIENTISTS WARN
OF RISING OCEANS
FROM POLAR MELT

2 INDEPENDENT STUDIES

Global Warming Fuels

Loss of Ice Sheet in

West Antarctic
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By MANNY FERNANDEZ 
and JOHN SCHWARTZ

HUNTSVILLE, Tex. — If Tex-
as executes Robert James Camp-
bell as planned on Tuesday, for
raping and murdering a woman,
it will be the nation’s first execu-
tion since Oklahoma’s bungled
attempt at lethal injection two
weeks ago left a convicted mur-
derer writhing and moaning be-

fore he died.
Lawyers for Mr. Campbell are

trying to use the Oklahoma deba-
cle to stop the execution here.
But many in this state and in this
East Texas town north of Hous-
ton, where hundreds have been
executed in the nation’s busiest
death chamber, like to say they
do things right.

For two years now, Texas has
used a single drug, the barbit-
urate pentobarbital, instead of

the three-drug regimen used in
neighboring Oklahoma. Prison
administrators from other states
often travel here to learn how
Texas performs lethal injections
and to observe executions. Texas
officials have provided guidance
and, on at least a few occasions,
carried out executions for other
states.

Even the protesters and televi-
sion cameras that used to accom-
pany executions here have, in

most cases, dissipated. “It’s kind
of business as usual,” said Tom-
my Oates, 62, a longtime resident
who was eating lunch last week
at McKenzie’s Barbeque, about
one mile from the prison known
as the Walls Unit. “That sounds
cold, I know. But they’re not in
prison for singing too loud at
church.”

More than any other place in
the United States, Huntsville is 

Confronted on Execution, Texas Proudly Says It Kills Efficiently
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By REED ABELSON

In the midst of all the turmoil in
health care these days, one thing
is becoming clear: No matter
what kind of health plan consum-
ers choose, they will find fewer
doctors and hospitals in their net-
work — or pay much more for the
privilege of going to any provider
they want.

These so-called narrow net-
works, featuring limited groups
of providers, have made a big en-
trance on the newly created state
insurance exchanges, where they
are a common feature in many of
the plans. While the sizes of the
networks vary considerably,
many plans now exclude at least
some large hospitals or doctors’
groups. Smaller networks are
also becoming more common in
health care coverage offered by
employers and in private Medi-
care Advantage plans.

Insurers, ranging from nation-
al behemoths like WellPoint, 

More Insured,

But the Choices

Are Narrowing
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Workers carried voting machines in Indian-controlled Kashmir. Voting ended Monday in the largest election in history. Page A6.

Going the Extra Mile for Democracy

By ADAM NOSSITER

MAIDUGURI, Nigeria — The
fears have been mounting for
weeks: that the girls have been
sold, married off, spirited across
international borders, and per-
haps even killed. Their fate has
become the focus of intense in-
ternational concern, with Mi-
chelle Obama holding up a plac-
ard appealing for their safe re-
turn and governments across the
globe pledging to help track them
down.

On Monday came the first hint
that many of them may still be
alive: a video from Boko Haram,
the radical Islamist group that
claimed responsibility for kidnap-
ping more than 200 Nigerian
schoolgirls last month, shows
scores of girls, covered from head
to toe, stone-faced, somewhere in
the pervasive semidesert scrub
that covers this arid region.

After weeks of global concern
over the girls’ plight, Boko
Haram appears to have seized on
the international attention and
begun to use the girls as bargain-
ing chips in its war with the Nige-
rian state.

“These girls will not leave our
hands until you release our
brothers in your prison,” Boko
Haram’s leader, Abubakar She-
kau, warns in the video.

If genuine, the video would be
the first public glimpse of the
girls since they were seized on
April 14 from the village of Chi-
bok in Nigeria’s far northeast, a
region in turmoil for years over
an Islamist insurgency.

In the message, Mr. Shekau
seems almost surprised at the
global shock over the mass ab-
duction of schoolgirls, and tries to
use it to his advantage.

“Just because we kidnapped
these young girls, you are mak-
ing noise?” Mr. Shekau says in
the video. “You are making so
much noise about Chibok, Chi-

Nigerian Girls
Seen in Video
From Militants

Kidnappers Demand a

Trade for Prisoners

VIA AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE — GETTY IMAGES

An image from a video released Monday by the Islamist group Boko Haram, which claimed that some of the girls converted.
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Separatists in two Ukrainian regions
have declared victory in secession
votes, but Russia gave no hint that it
would react with the same alacrity seen
after the Crimean referendum. PAGE A4 
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Russia Keeps Its Distance
A string of departures from the Fed’s
seven-member board over the last year
has left the central bank on the verge of
operating with just three governors for
the first time. PAGE B1

BUSINESS DAY B1-9

Empty Seats at the Fed
The astronomer Geoffrey W. Marcy has
found a lot of alien worlds, so-called exo-
planets, circling distant suns, but it has
been a bumpy road. PAGE D1

SCIENCE TIMES D1-7

A Finder of New Worlds

Canada is moving ahead on new and ex-
panded pipelines to bypass the gridlock
holding up approval of the Keystone XL
in the United States. PAGE B1

A Way to Move Canada’s Oil

In his book “No Place to Hide,” Glenn
Greenwald recounts fresh details about
Edward Snowden while tarring estab-
lishment journalists. A review. PAGE C1

ARTS C1-7

Exposing the N.S.A.

Nebraska’s G.O.P. Senate race shows
strain between local Tea Party members
and national donor groups. PAGE A12

Skirmishes in the Tea Party

Rochelle Sterling,
the wife of the
Clippers owner
who was barred
for life by the
N.B.A. for making
racist remarks,

said in an interview with The New York
Times that she would fight the league if
it tried to force her out as well. PAGE B10 

SPORTSTUESDAY B10-16

Owner’s Wife 
Vows to Fight

Joe Nocera PAGE A21

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A20-21

The Washington Monument, closed for
repairs since an earthquake damaged it
in 2011, reopened with an eye-catching
celebration. PAGE A10
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Visitors Again Welcome
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Late Edition
Today, cooler, clouds, a shower or
drizzle, high 69. Tonight, mostly
cloudy, drizzle, low 54. Tomorrow,
cloudy, cool, drizzle or shower, high
60. Weather map is on Page C8.
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New York police officers will scale back
on seizing condoms as evidence in pros-
titution-related cases, ending a practice
that was regarded by officials as detri-
mental to prostitutes’ health. PAGE A17
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Change in Prostitution Arrests
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